
Dear friends of the world trip by bike, 
 
this is the latest version of our monthly newsletter - and the first one in English! 
 
1) Islamic Republic of Iraaaaan! 
 
During the last 6 weeks we’ve crossed entire Iran, the 14th country of our bike 
trip. From Astara in the north to Bandar Abbas at the Persian Gulf, more than 
2000km. By the way: Iran is well-known amongst cyclists as one of the most 
popular country to cycle in. Surprising you? Here are just some reasons for it:  
 

• In Iran, guests are regarded as presents given by God. So Iranians 
consider helping foreigners, especially foreign cyclists, as self-evident in 
every situation. If we’re for example asking where to find the bakery of 
the village, people will bring us bread instead. And if we are invited to a 
house, we’re treated like the queen of England herself. It is totally crazy! 

• In contrast to Germany, camping in Iran is allowed wherever it’s not 
explicitly forbidden. And it’s not only us being happy about it – also the 
Iranians. We were surprised when we found out that camping is one of 
the most common hobbies in Iran. Especially on Thursday and Friday (on 
the Iranian weekend!) you’ll see plenty of huge colorful tents in the city 
parks. We never ever thought about camping in big cities before. But in 
Iran it is totally normal and we’re feeling safer than in any other country 
before – even while camping in the city park, haha! 

• The cost of living in Iran compared to Europe is extremely low at the 
moment, due to the current economical situation. Here a few examples: 
10km taxi – 0,80€, 1 liter petrol – 0,09€, 2kg pomegranates – 0,75€.  

 
2) What happened during the last month? 
 
Together with Koen, a Dutch cyclist we met in Baku at the harbor, we cycled to 
Saveh. There we’ve been welcomed already at 
the town entrance by Mahdi. He’s an Iranian 
cyclist that we met on warmshowers.org. With his 
incredibly huge Iranian hospitality he did not only 
organize a cozy room to sleep at his friend’s place 
for us, but also a private guided tour through and 
even onto the old king’s palace of Saveh. This was 
possible because he knows the owners of the 
palace. By the way, Saveh is well-known in the whole country for its amazing 
pomegranates. Of course we tried them – with a little salt as it is common here!  
 
 

Already in the suburbs of Qom we noticed that we 
were about to arrive in the religious center of Iran. 
Women here are wrapped into long black shawls, 
men are wearing long sleeves and trousers as well 
and even Manu got out his long pants to continue 
cycling – a premiere! We’ve cycled around the 
famous mosque with the holy shrine and then 
changed a few dollars into Iranian rial. For us as 



foreigners it is not possible to get cash from an ATM – for 
traveling in Iran we had to bring enough money for the 
whole time in the country in dollars or euros and change 
them here. For one dollar the exchange offices will give us 
125.000 rial or 12,5 toman. This is more than three times 
the amount we would have gotten here a year ago. The 
fact that Iranians use two different currency names for the 
same identical bills was very confusing for us at first. We 
always had to ask: “Rial? Or toman?” But we quickly got used to it, and also to 
the big bundles of money! 

 
From Kashan we did a 3-day-detour to the desert 
Maranjab and our desire to see some wild camels 
was fulfilled already on the first of the three days. 
We planned to camp in the dunes (which would 
have been supercold at night!), 
but instead a desert man 
offered us his clay yurt to sleep 
in. We did not expect this at all 
and were really happy about it. 
So cozy and warm! From there 
we cycled on the second day to 
huge sand dunes as we just 
knew from TV documentaries. 
Of course we had to return in 
crawl speed on the sandy roads again – this was 
really exhausting and took us the whole third day.  

 
In Yazd we stayed for a good week. The old town of Yazd 
with its clay houses, colorful mosques and tiny alleys is not 
only incredibly beautiful but also became UNESCO world 
heritage site last year, so really recently. For us Yazd 
provided especially one thing: 
time to rest. It was marvelous 

to sleep without freezing feet and barking dogs, to 
sit on proper chairs, to handcraft postcards and to 
cut movies. And we totally enjoyed walking through 
town without out bicycles, explore rooftops and 
covered bazar markets - especially in the dark! 
 
Now we reached Bandar Abbas at the Persian Gulf, took a ferry to Hormuz 
Island and met our friends Pablo and Guillaume again, for the fifth time :). 
They are on a world bike tour as well, with a tandem, and started in Paris a 

month before we set off in Münster. Meeting them on 
Hormuz meant much to us, since they are going to 
take a plane from Dubai to India and thus our 
itineraries will split after half a year of cycling into the 
same direction. Hormuz is known as the “rainbow 
island” in Iran and slowly but surely becomes an 

interesting destination for international tourists as well. We camped at a beach  
that we had just for ourselves, admired the crazily colored rocks and the red 



sand beaches, observed wild gazelles with the drone and 
enjoyed it to have cycled into warmer regions again. Another 
bonus for Hormuz: here the Hijab rules are not as strict as on 
the mainland. Men are wearing shorts, women don’t care if 
their headscarf slips away for a while and – even Iranians 
take a naked bath in the refreshing sea! 
 
3) Postcards and Christmas presents 
 
Mission completed! The first episode of our postcard project came to a 
successful end. Here is an overview to see where the five postcards came from:  
 
country Germany Bulgaria Turkey Georgia Azerbaidjan 
motive Alb/Lauffen Danube/steppe Cappadoccia bike sculpture cat/mud volcano 
postal date  28.04.2018 14.06.2018 30.07.2018 18.09.2018 13.10.2018 

 
The next episode is going to kick off soon with a card 
from Iran and we’re very happy about the many 
people that extended to join the second episode as 
well. For the ones amongst you that are looking for a 
creative Christmas present – you can give away half 
a year of world travel post now! As we did for Easter 
time already, we’ll send you a nice PDF voucher via mail that you can print and 
hide under the Christmas tree. Just send as the name and the address of the 
one you want to give it to. More about the postcard project on our website! 
 
4) Brandnew concepts! 
 
A while ago we announced to restructure our social media 
concept a bit - for our relationship peace. Thus from now for 
Instagram we are fusing posts of several days to just one, we 
are filming less and in a more specific way and Magda 
intentionally takes her time to cut new movies. This also gives us 
some time to spend separately, which is good as well! The 
biggest change of concepts is that we decided to extend our school project and 
launched our new page on Patreon.  
 
Why we are on Patreon now? There are two reasons for it: 
 
A) From now on we are going to support schools in need – also materially! 
When we are visiting kids, telling them about our experiences, inspiring and 
motivating them to chase their dreams, then this is always a wonderful 
encounter for everyone. But from now on we are brightening up the school days 
on the long run: by bringing colorful pencils into selected schools that really 
need it, and give it to the pupils. And in agreement with the local teachers and 
depending on our Patreon budget we can also provide help, if there is missing 
anything else.   
B) It is taking a lot of time and much effort to make it possible that people at 
home can take part in our journey and kind of experience our adventures with 
us – with the newsletter, video clips and our website. And we truuuly love to 
share our stories!! But: to do so we need a plug, internet and especially a quiet 
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place to work – which means a paid accommodation. Patreon is simply perfect

to share movies, pictures, recipes, news and more with the world and at the

same time get support to continue with it.

 

On our Patreon page we also integrated our new video about the last months!

So if you haven’t seen it yet – take a look here :)))!

 

We’re wishing you a cozy Christmas time and a very merry Christmas eve! 

 

Magda and Manu

https://www.patreon.com/piggybackriders

