
Dear friends of the world trip by bicycle,

while we're writing to you we're enjoying the view on the sea, are sitting in our little house on
the terrace and waiting for Steffen and his sailing boat to arrive.

After the last greetings from Namibia we are already on the Canary Islands now – back to
Europe :). And we gained a fundamental awareness from the four months of cycling in Africa:
One really forgets far too often how comfortable life in Europe is - and, like so much else, only
appreciates it once it's lacking. It's just wonderful to be back here again!

1) What happened during the last four weeks?

For quite a while we were “chased” by another cyclist and at the beginning of the month he
finally managed to catch up with us: Jack is a 19-year-old Englishman, who flew to Kenya with
his bike right after finishing school and cycles down to South Africa all alone. We got along very
well right away and so Jack accompanied us not only to a Namibian wedding BBQ, but also to a
school visit. And this school visit in Otjiwarongo was a very special one: quite spontaneously
we were allowed to give our travel lecture in front of 700 kids at once... the biggest audience so
far and by far! The whole thing was arranged by Ellen, who was sent to Namibia as a teacher by
the US Peacecorps, and whom we got to know as so often via the Warmshowers website.
Apropos website. Here you can find out more about Jack's bike tour.

Together with Jack we wildcamped again more often, found shelter on large farms several
times and even stopped on a horse farm for camping. From the horse farm we made a day trip:
to the "Großbarmen Hot Springs". The hot springs are a rather absurd spa center and are
located at what feels like the end of the world. We cycled 60km through the dry Namibian
savannah, have seen on the distance altogether perhaps 7 or 8 cars, and then finally arrived at
an almost empty (hot) swimming pool and a large (cold) outdoor pool lined by palm trees and
surrounded by squeak green juicy lawn. Like an artificial oasis in the desert. It almost seemed
as if we had been teleported into a rather strange dream. But it was a very welcome change!

The closer we (three) came to the capital Windhoek, the stronger the German influence became
noticeable in the country. You could buy pretzels, German cakes and full grain bread at the
bakery, walk through "Dortmunder Straße" or "Bahnhofstraße", order German sauerkraut with
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fried potatoes and spaetzle in the restaurant and in some places you were really surrounded
only by white German-speaking Africans - and you almost forgot that you were not in Germany
at all.

Landed on Fuerteventura (we'd rather save you the hassle of packing your bikes ready to fly...)
we still had 90km to go from the airport to the surf school in Morro Jable. We divided them into
two days - and camped one night at a really nice beach in La Lajita. Certainly some of you were
already on Fuerteventura and know exactly where we are now, no :)?

And now we've been at the kitesurfing school here in Jandia for almost two weeks already,
where Manu and I both have worked before. Time flies when you suddenly get back to one
constant place and slip into a kind of routine! We live in a small room in the house of the surf
instructors, and also step in as kite instructors if someone is needed. But this has only
happened once before. So at the moment we finally have a lot of time for all the little things that
get stuck on the to-do list when you're always on the run. We can view and process our photo
and video material, give our website an urgently needed update, write postcards, just read a
book and so on. But of course we also like to go kiting, hiking, jogging,
cycling (yes, we really still feel like it, haha!), stand-up paddling or
horse riding. Fuerteventura is just a paradise for all kinds of sports
activities!
We also enjoy having a kitchen again - and a shop where you can get
everything your heart desires. We can finally cook and bake here again
(for example Spanish "Chicken Fajitas" and Austrian full grain bread,
the recipes can now be found in June as recipes of the month at
Patreon). And in our little garden Magda sowed radishes and cultivated
basil, because she really missed the nursery back in Germany.
As you can see, we are totally absorbed in having a temporary home
again. As crazy and exciting as it is to wake up somewhere else every
day, it's just as nice to simply stay in one place for a while. 

And then we have to tell you about Steffen. We have been in contact with Steffen for several
months already, because he is currently sailing up the West African coast. With a real sailboat
(you can see it on the photo on the next page)! We wanted to keep him company for a few
nautical miles for a long time - but he was always way too far ahead of us. And now (bad luck
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for him and good luck for us...) he had several complications which cost him a few weeks. But at
the beginning of next week he'll start his fourth attempt to sail from Cap Verde Islands to the
Canary Islands. And, if everything goes according to plan this time, he will actually collect us
here in mid-July. First we want to do a little "island hopping" on the Canary Islands with him
and then, if we like it, we will continue sailing - to Morocco or
maybe even to the Spanish mainland. We are in any case totally
excited about it! Keep your fingers crossed Steffen will make it
this time ;)!!

2) For your calendar

From the end of July until the end of August we are visiting
Münster! For a wedding, for a bachelor party, to visit our
grandparents and much more. Of course there is also a travel talk
at our sponsor Fahrrad Hürter on our schedule and of course we are happy to do that again: on
9.8. at 19:00, public and free of charge. You can find more information about the event on our
Facebook page under "events". If you can't come at that time, you have a second chance: on 6.8.
at 16:00, in the LVM Academy at Koldering. The event is officially only for employees and their
relatives, but maybe you know someone who works there and would like to take you with him?
Then it's worth (for the German speakers!) to turn on the radio tomorrow evening. Ralph
Günther from the WDR2 Weltzeit talked to Magda on Thursday again and edited a report,
which will be broadcasted tomorrow ater 20:00 Click here for the livestream of the radio show.
You have to choose the Münsterland Livestream!

3) Fancy a hand-written postcard?

Of course our postcard project (travel fund donation against world travel post!) still exists, we
only haven't reported about it for a while. But soon the 12th design of our postcards will  swing
itself onto the printer and is looking forward to explore new mailboxes. You can join us here
anytime! So far countless postcards from 11 different countries have all arrived safe and sound.
And we're sure so will the next one!

4) Feel like videos?

We're posting a new video clip every Friday on YouTube. So check it out! Current clip topics
were the Victoria Falls in Zambia, a train ride through Tanzania and wild animals in Botswana.
Here you can find our YouTube channel, but on Patreon you can watch the clips 4 weeks in
advance already. 

All the best and hopefully this time really “see you soon”! We would be very happy to meet you
at the travel talk in Münster :)!!

Magda and Manu
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