
Dear friends of the world trip by bicycle,

the last newsletter we wrote in Paris and now we are - hard to believe - already
home again.  After  19  months,  almost  18.000  km,  only  7  flat  tires  and  an
incredible  time  on  the  bike  we  arrived  in  Münster.  And  coming  back  was
wonderful, thanks to our families and everyone who was there to welcome us
with hot wine and gingerbread. Unfortunately we had far too little time to talk to
everyone during that evening as much as we would have liked, but there will
certainly be time in the future. Because now we are here again!

1) France, Belgium, Holland

The last kilometers home, from Paris via Belgium and Holland, were really pleasant. It was getting colder and
much more rainy, but we also slept more often inside – long live warmshowers.org! By the way: If you want to
take some frozen cyclists in at your place as well, have a look at the website! You can't believe how grateful all
the cycletourists are for having a cosy place at a warmshowers host!

From Paris we quickly headed up to the coast
and then cycled along the North Sea for over
700 km, until Leiden. If you haven't seen them
yet, we can definitely recommend you to cycle
on the  Dutch  "Fietspads"  (bike  streets)!  They
are  just  as  wonderful  as  the  Warmshowers
network in Holland. For example, we spent two
nights in  Zeeland with Fraukje and Paul,  who
welcomed  us  like  their  own  children.  With  a
tandem tour (They own, believe it or not, three
tandems!!), delicious food and their good mood, they really impressed us!

Since we haven't had a cooker with us for a long time, Magda has made a beer can
stove for the last few days. That really saved us during the cold days! You can easily
rebuild the beer can stove yourself in a few minutes with our instructions here. A really
creative and almost free Christmas present for your outdoor friends! 
Take a look at it!

Three days before reaching Münster we got
reinforcements:  Magdas  dad  and  his  best
friend  came  to  Utrecht  to  "pick  us  up"  :).
Since the beginning of the trip, the two had
been talking about their wish to accompany
us on the last kilometers with the bicycle. But
that  they  actually  came  really  touched  us!
With  a  chilly  outside  temperature  of  5
degrees, the two of them cycled the last 220 km to Münster with us. So fit and
fast – it seemed they were totally made for cycletouring! We were super happy
about  having them with us and even invited them to visit  a school with us.

Which brings us to the next topic - our school project!

2) School project

The idea of telling children about our bike trip and inspiring them to travel by bike in an
environmentally friendly way - it lives on, of course. The visit to the Dutch grammar
school in Deventer showed us again how much the school project is appreciated by
the kids. By the way, we already knew some of the students and their teachers - we
had met them in Uganda during their Africa excursion. The world is so small!
If you are also a teacher or if you know any teachers who would like us to visit their
class,  please  send  us  an  email  to  piggybackriders@gmx.de  We are  always  very
happy about invitations to schools and, if possible, we will definitely come over!

3) Plans in Münster

And even if you don't go to school anymore, you can look forward to our travel talks again! At the beginning of
next year we will again give two talks at Fahrrad Hürter. And we will also be talking at the SIHK Hagen, the
Heimatverein Roxel and the LVM. All dates will be announced in time on our Facebook page - so keep an eye on
it ;). And if you have another good idea, where our travel talk would be appreciated - feel free to send us an email!
Elderly home, sports club... we are absolutely open for everything and would be also happy to visit you for a
private travel talk in your living room. We have all the equipment (projector etc.), so it only needs a location and a
cool (not necessarily big!) audience. 

4) YouTube and Patreon

An infinite number of videos and photos want to be sorted now, after such a big trip. And at the moment this
works very well: Every week Magda creates a new YouTube video, which is published first on Patreon and four
weeks later on our YouTube channel. Patreon is currently undergoing a complete update, it will become a support
platform for our school visits and the YouTube channel. What's completely new is that the patrons now have a
direct influence on the topics of the videos. Anyone who registers as a patron can wish a topic, about he or she
would like to see more. And every wish will then be taken into account in a new video (in the order in which it was
desired!). We are happy about everyone who wants to boost the production of more videos and school visits by
being a patron!

https://youtu.be/iaolkXkxkWo
https://www.facebook.com/manuandmagda/
https://www.patreon.com/piggybackriders
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCL_PhQtsZPH5Yb3kaTOmRSw
Magda




5) A huuuuge thank you to...

- VSF Fahrradmanufaktur, Fahrrad XXL Hürter and Biehler Cycling for our

tough little bicycles, all the bike equipment and the durable cycling clothes.
And to Schwalbe, even if they didn’t sponsor us, because their marathon
plus tour tires are simply the best tires on earth.

- our families and friends who always supported us and our decisions,
believed in us at any time, cheered us up on the phone when we were
down, even traveled around half the globe to visit us in Africa and the
Middle East and finally organized a wonderful welcome back evening for us.

- everyone who followed our trip on whichever social media platform and
especially those of you that helped us financing it via Patreon, paypal
donations or our postcard project. You know that it was you who kept our
wheels spinning and we’ll always be grateful for this!!

- far more than 100 classes that welcomed us so warmly into their schools,
sometimes even to stay over night. Talking to kids about our bike trip literally
meant the world to us!

- many, many warm showers members and also random people we just met
on the road, who cared for us as if we were close friends they just didn’t see
for a while.

- also those people that DIDN’T believe in us, wrote us nasty messages or
disliked our YouTube videos. Whatever you are doing: haters are always
gonna hate. But actually it helped us a lot to continue in times we thought
we should quit.

- God or destiny or guardian angels or whatever higher power took so much
care of us that we didn’t even fall once from our bikes and returned home
safe and sound. We know this could have been very different as well.

Being back, to be honest, is weird. On the one hand it was amazing to see our families again, but on the other 
hand we have to organize our lives from scratch now: for the moment we moved back in at our parent's places, 
we're getting back into the German health insurance system, we need to earn money again and most of all we 
have to figure out what we actually want from life now – which is not that easy...

But we don’t want to complain. We’re having a cozy warm place while it’s raining outside, there’s clean water 
running out of the tap, we can wash our clothes in a washing machine and take a hot shower whenever we want 

to. Just to mention a few of the many things we learned to appreciate during our trip ;).

And most of all we’re looking back on a truly great adventure: we’ve seen sooo much, met sooo many people, 
collected sooo incredibly many experiences and it’ll take a while until we’ve realized that all this has actually 
happened and wasn’t some kind of weird dream...

But who knows, maybe we'll really find a boat and go travel the world again... nothing is impossible!

We hope you're having a great advent time and we're wishing you a very merry Christmas!!

Magda and Manu
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